
Delegates serve as a connection between NASP and school psychologists practicing in diverse roles 
in their states. As delegate, how will you use your position to promote NASP’s professional positions 
and priority goals (e.g., promotion of the NASP Practice Model) at the state level and utilize your 
understanding of state issues to guide NASP’s strategic direction? 

My obligations as a school psychologist working in a university training program fall within three 
categories: service, research, and teaching. If I am elected NASP delegate, I will be able to devote 
substantial time for my delegate duties during work hours because service is highly valued at my 
institution. Along with service work at the University of Central Arkansas, I currently volunteer at 
Conway Cradle Care and Marguerite Vann Elementary School. My service commitments in the 
community help me stay connected to kids and schools. However, I am seeking to spend more time 
communicating with SPSs in our state in order to share our unique state issues with NASP leadership as 
well as work to represent our needs within our state. There seems to be a disconnect between NASP’s 
goals for our profession and what we are able to accomplish in our state. There are many SPSs who are 
working to make the NASP practice model a reality, yet many lack support and resources to do so. Many 
are experiencing burn-out, as I discussed at the ASPA 2017 summer conference. It is important to me to 
join with ASPA’s efforts to reduce the SPS/student ratio as well as serve on the ASPA board in order to 
stay connected to state issues.  

I am also excited to serve SPSs by initiating and sharing research on topics which interest them. As NASP 
delegate, I will seek to better understand what SPSs need and provide information to them. I was recently 
inspired by the founder of “It Doesn’t Have to Hurt”, Dr. Christine Chambers. She runs an organization to 
help parents better understand pain management for their children who are ill. Because it normally takes 
17 years from studying an idea in medicine to reach parents, the organization provides information in 
quick and easily useable ways. Their website is absolutely wonderful (http://itdoesnthavetohurt.ca/). I 
would like to share information with AR SPSs in a similar way. I have already begun to compile 
intervention packets as well as ethics trainings in an effort to build a website. I have also begun to work 
with a web developer to accomplish this task. 

 


